There is congenital absence of the body of the pubes, the recti-abdominales muscles pass downwards and outwards to be attached to the body of either ischium. The anterior wall of the abdomen and bladder are wanting opposite the triangular interval between the inner borders of these muscles, and through this opening the posterior wall of the bladder is extroverted, forming a red globular swelling.
The anatomical conditions appear to be as follows There is congenital absence of the body of the pubes, the recti-abdominales muscles pass downwards and outwards to be attached to the body of either ischium. The anterior wall of the abdomen and bladder are wanting opposite the triangular interval between the inner borders of these muscles, and through this opening the posterior wall of the bladder is extroverted, forming a red globular swelling.
The mucous membrane of the extroverted bladder is coarse and granular in appearance, and at the lower part of the swelling the openings of the ureters are seen. The penis is placed just below the extroverted bladder upon the surface of the abdomen.
The corpus spongiosum alone is present; the glans is well developed, and along the upper surface of the penis is the urethra, covered by thin mucous membrane, which is wanting anteriorly. The prepuce is split and turned down, forming a thickish fold of skin beneath the glans. The scrotum is developed, but the testes have not completely descended.
Physically the child's condition is a poor one. His head is slightly deformed, and his health indifferent.
Although the above condition of things is a most disgusting deformity, still when we consider that (1) the condition is in no degree dangerous to life ; (2) the child's health is but poor, and (3) the comparatively rare success attending plastic operations for the relief of this deformity, we feel strongly inclined, in this particular case, to advocate a temporising method of treatment, and at the end of a year or more if his health has improved, to perform an operation.
